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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A method comprising: 

receiving output froin a router .system module in a fonnat describing a type of the output; 
querying a server selected as a function of the type of the output; and 
providing a response fixmi the server to a user^ 

wherein quer ying a server selected as a function of the type of the output comprises 
invoidnp a command line interface fCLD module to issue a query to the server . 

Claim 2 (Original): The method of claim 1 , wherein the output is a numeric address. 

Claim 3 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 2. further comprising: 
querying a name server selected as a function of the type of the output; 
receiving firom the name server a symbolic name associated with the nximeric address; 

and 

providing the symbolic name as the r^ponse to the user. 

Claim 4 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 2, ftirther comprising: 
qu^ying an owner database selected as a function of the type of the output; 
receiving ftom the owner database an identification of an owner associated with the 

nimieric address; and 

providing the identification of the owner as the response to the iiser. 
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Claim 5 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 2, fiirther comprising: 

querying a router policy database selected as a function of the type of the output; 
receiving from the router policy database an identification of one or more router policies . 

associated with the numeric address; and 

providing the identification of the one or more router policies as the response to the user. 

Claim 6 (Original): The method of claim 1 , wherein the output is received in an XML-tagged 
foraiat. 

Claim 7 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising rendering the 
output itx a text format different from the format describing a type of the output before querying 
the server. 

Claim 8 (Original): The method of claim 7, wherein the text format is selected from the group 
consisting of an ASCII format, a UTF-8 fonnat, and a Unicode format 

Claim 9 (Original): The method of claim 1 , wherein the output comprises a listing of network 
peers identified by numeric addresses. 

Claim 10 (Canceled): 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): A method for processing an address, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a numeric address in an a self-describing format; 

querying a name server to resolve the numeric address to a symbolic name; and 

providing the symbolic name to a use n and 

rendering the numeric address in a text format different from the self-describing format 
before querying the name server ^ 
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Claim 12 (Original); The method of claim 1 1, wherm the numeric address is received in an 
XML-tagged format 

Claim 13 (Canceled), 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): The method of claim U wherein the text format is selected 
from the group consisting of an ASCII format, a UTF-8 fbnnat, and a Utxicode format. 

Claim 15 (Original): The method of claim 1 1, wherein the numeric address identifies a network 
peer. 

Claim 1 6 (Currently Amended): A method for processing an address, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a command in a user intaface module; 
invoking a system module to process the command; 
receiving an XML-tagged IP address iBrom the system module; 

querying a domain name server to resolve the IP address to a symbolic nam e, wherein the 
IP address identifies a network peer , and 

providing the symbolic name to a user. 

Claim 1 7 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 16, further comprising rendering the 
IP address in a text format different fi^m an XML-tagged format of the IP addr^ before 
querying the domain name server. 

Claim 18 (Original): The method of claim 17, wherein the text format is selected from the 
group consisting of an ASCII format, a UTF-8 format, and a Unicode format. 

Claim 19 (Canceled). 
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Claitn 20 (CutrenUy Amended): A processor-readable medium cx>mprismg instructions for 
causing a programmable processor to: 

receive output from a router system module in a format describing a type of the output; 

query a server selected as a function of the type of the output; and 

provide a response j&om the server to a user, 

wherein querying a server selected as a fiinction of the tvpc of the output comprises 
invoking a command line interface (CLP module to issue a query to the server . 

Claim 21 (Original): The processor-readable medium of claim 20, wherein the output is a 
numeric address. 

aaim 22 (Previously Presented): The processor-readable medium of claim 21 , further 
comprising instructions for causing the programmable processor to: 

query a name server selected as a function of the type of the output; 

receive from the name server a symbolic name associated with the numeric address; and 

provide the symbolic name as the response to the user. 

Claim 23 (Previously Presented): The processor-readable medium of claim 20, further ' 
comprising instructions for causing the programmable processor to: 

query an owner database selected as a function of the type of the output; 

receive from the owner database an identification of an owner associated with the 
numeric address; and 

provide the identification of the owner as the response to the user. 

Claim 24 (Previously Presented): The ptocessor-readable medium of claim 20, further 
comprising instmctions for causing the programmable processor to: 

query a router policy database selected as a function of the type of the output; 

receive from the router policy database an identification of one or more router policies 
associated with the numeric address; and 

provide the identification of the one or more roiiter polides as the response to the uset. 
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Claim 25 (Qrigiiial); The processor-readable medium of claim 20, wherein the output i$ 
received in an XML-tagged format. 

Claim 26 (Previously Presented): The processor-readable medium of claim 20, finther 
comprising instructions for causing the programmable processor to render the output in a text 
format different from the fomiat describing a type of the output before querying the server. 

Claim 27 (Original): The processor-readable medium of claim 26, wherein the text format is 
selected from the group consisting of an ASCII format, a UTF-8 format, and a Unicode format 

Claim 28 (Original): The processor-readable medium of claim 20, wherein the output comprises 
a listing of network peers identified by numeric addresses. 

Claim 29 (Currently Amended): A processor-readable medium comprising instructions for 
causing a programmable processor to: 

receive a numeric address in a self-describing format; 

query a name server to resolve the numeric address to a symbolic name; ^ 

render the numeric address in a text format different jBroin the self-describing fonnat 
before querying the name server: and 

provide the symbolic name to a user. 

Claim 30 (Original): The processor-readable medhim of claim 29, wherein the numeric address 
is received in an XML-tagged format. 

Claim 31 (Canceled). 

Claim 32 (Currently Amended): The processor-readable medium of claim 29, wherein the 
text fonnat is selected from the group consisting of an ASCII fbimat, a UTF-8 format, and a 
Unicode format. 
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CJaim 33 (Original): The processor-readable medium of claim 29, wherein the numeric address 
identifies a network peer. 

Claim 34 (Currently Amended): A processor-readable mediuip comprising instmcHons for 
causing a programmable processor to: 

receive a command in a user interface module; 

invoke a system module to process the command; 

receive an XML-tagged IP addre$$ j&om the system module; 

query a domain name server to resolve the IP address to a symbolic nam e, wherein the IP 
address identifies a network neen and 

provide the symbolic name to a user. 

Claim 35 (Previously Presented): The processor-readable medium of claim 34, further 
comprising instructions for causing the programmable processor to render the IP address in a text 
format different fi-om an XML-tagged fbxmat of the IP address before querying the domain name 
server. 

Claim 36 (Original): The processor-readable medium of claim 35, wherein the text format is 
selected jfrom the group consisting of an ASCII format, a UTF-8 format, and a Unicode format 

Claim 37 (Canceled). 

Claim 38 (Currently Amraded): A routing device comprising: 

a client interface to receive an operational request from a network router client; and 
a router system module to process the operational request and to provide output to the 

client interface in a fbnnat that describes a type of the outpu t, wherein the output is a numeric 

address. 

wh«^n the client interfece is configured to query a server selected as a function of the 
type of the output and to provide a response jfrom the server to the network routet client. 
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Claim 39 (Canceled). 

Claim 40 (Currently Amended): The routing device of claim 38 39, wherein the cliejit 

interface is further configured to: 

query a name server selected as a function of the type of the output; 

receive from the name server a symbolic name associated with the numeric address; and 

provide the symbolic name as the response to the network router client. 

Claim 41 (Currently Amended): The routing device of claim 38 39, wherein the client 
interface is further configured to: 

query an owner database selected as a function of the type of the output; 

receive from, the owner database an identification of an owner associated with the 
numeric address; and 

provide the identification of the owner as the response to the user. 

Claim 42 (Currently Amended): The routing device of claim 38 39, wherein the client 
interface is further configured to: 

query a router policy database selected as a function of the type of the output; 

receive from the router policy database an identification of one or more loutCT policies 
associated with the niimeric address; and 

provide the identification of the one or more router policies as the response to the user. 

Claim 43 (Currently Amended): A routing device comprising: 

a client inter face to receive an operational recmest Scorn a network router client and 
a router system module to process the operational request and to nrovide output to the 
client interface in a format that describes a type of the output 

wherein the client interface is configured to cmerv a server selected as a fiinctton of the 
type of the output and to provide a response fixnn the server to the network router client 
The rout i ng dc\icc of claim 38; w herein the output is provided to the client interface in an XML- 
tagged format 
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Claim 44 (Currently Amended): A routmg device comprismp : 

a client interface to receive an operational request from a network router client: and 
a router system module to p rocess the operational request and to provide output to the 
client int erface in a format that describes a type of the output 

wherein the client inter face is configured to gnerv a server selected as a function of the 
type of the output an d to provide a response from the server to the network router client. 
The routing dc\^cc of daim 3 8r w herein the client interface is further configured to render the 
output in a text fbtmat different from the format that describes a type of the output before 
querying the server. 

Claim 45 (Original): The routing device of claim 44, wherein the text format is selected from 
the group consisting of an ASCII format, a UTF-8 format, and a Unicode format 

Claim 46 (Currently Amended): A routing device comprising : 

a client interface to receive an operational request from a network router client: and 
a router syste m module to process the operational request and to provide output to the 

client interface in a fomiat that describes a tvoe of the output 

wherein the client interface is configured to query a server selected as a function of the 

type of the output and to provide a response from the server to the netwoifc router client 

^F h e routing device of chum 38, w herein the output comprises a listing of network peers 

identified by numeric addresses. 

Claim 47 (Currently Amended): A routine device comtgisinj^: 

a client interface to receive an operational request from a network router client and 
a router syste m module to process the operational request and to provide output to the 

client interface in a format that describes a type of the output 

wherein the client interface is configured to query a server selected as a function of the 

type of the output and to provide a response firon the server to the network router client 

'flie routing dc\io c o f ekum 3ft rwherein the system module is a BGP protocol modul e, an OSPF 

module, or a firewall filter module . 
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aaim 48 (Canceled). 
Claim 49 (Canceled), 

Claim 50 (Currently Amended): A routing device comnrising : 

a client interface to receive an operational request fixMn a network router client: and 
a router system module t o process the otKrational rccniest and to provide outmit to the 

client int erface in a format that describes a type of the output. 

wherein the client interf ace is configured to query a server selected a^t a function of the 

type of the output and to provide a response from the server to the network router client 

The routing dc\icc of claim 38 , the routing device fu rther comprising a management server 

module conununicatively coupled to the client interface. 

Claim 51 (Currently Amended): A routing device comprising: 

a client interface to receive an operational request from a network routCT client: and 
a routier sv stem module to process the operational request and to provide output to the 
client interface in a format that describes a type of the output, 

wherein the client interface is configured to query a server selected as a function of the 
type of the out put and to provide a response from the server to the network router client 
The K>utin 3 g<tevicc of cl a im 3 8 ? the routing device f urther comprising at lea$t one of a chassis 
module^ a device configuration module, and a routing protocol module. 

Claim 52 (Original): A routing device comprising: 

a client interface to receive an operational request from a nc^ork router client; and 
a system module to process the operational request and to provide a numeric address to 

the client interface in a self-describing formal, 

wherein the client interface is configured to query a name server to resolve the numeric 

address to a symbolic name and to provide the symboUc name to the network router client 
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Claim 53 (Original): The xputing device of claim 52, whardn the system module is a BGP 
protocol module. 

Claim 54 (Original): The routing device of claim 52, wherein the system module is an OSPF 
protocol module. 

Claim 55 (Original): The routing device of claim 52, wherein the system module is a firewall 
filter module. 

Claim 56 (Original): The routing device of claim 52, further comprisit)g a management server 
module communicatively coupled to the client interfece. 

Claim 57 (Original): The routing device of claim 52, further comprising at least one of a chassis 
module, a device configuration module, and a routing protocol module. 

Claim 58 (Original): A routing device comprising: 

a client interface to receive an operational request from a network router cheat; and 
a system module to process the operational request and to provide an XML-tagged IP 

address to the client interface, 

wherein the client interface is configured to query a domain name server to resolve the IP 

address to a symbolic name and to provide the symbolic name to the network router client 

Claim 59 (Original): The routing device of claim 58, wherein the system module is a BGP 
protocol module. 

Claim 60 (Original): The routing device of claim 58, wherein the system module is an OSPF 
protocol module. 

Claim 61 (Original): The routing device of claim 58, wherein the system module is a firewall 
filtCT module. 
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Claim 62 (Original): The routing device of claim 58, further comprising a management server 
module communicatively coupled to the client intetface. 

Claim 63 (Origina]): The routing device of claim 58, further comprisittg at least one of a chassis 
module, a device configuration module, and a routing protocol module. 

Claim 64 (Previously Presented): A system comprising: 

a client interface to receive an operational request from a network router client; 

a router system modiale to process the operational request and to provide output to the 
clietit interface in a format that describes a type of the output; and 

a server to provide a response to the client interface, 

wherein the client interface is configured to query the server and to provide the response 
to the network router client. 

Claim 65 (Original): A system comprising: 

a client interface to receive an operational request from a network router client; 

a system module to process the operational request and to provide a numeric address to 
the client interface in a self-describing format; and 

a name server to resolve the numeric address to a symbolic name and to provide the 
symbolic name to the client interface^ 

wherein the client interface is configured to provide the response to the network roxiter 

clioit. 
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Claim 66 (Original): A system comprising: 

a client interface to receive an operatioiial request from a network router client; 

a system module to process the operational request and to provide an XML-tagged FP 
address to the client interface; and 

a domain name server to resolve the IP address to a symbolic name and to provide the 
symbolic name to the client interface, 

wherein the client interface is configured to provide the response to the network router 

client. 
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